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Nursing and Knowledge
[bookmark: _GoBack]Information is considered a key ingredient in the field of nursing to ensure that success in health care is optimized. In my latest experience, I handled a patient with tracheostomy and I was able to encounter the Basic foundation of knowledge that I learned in class. Therefore, this paper takes a look at how my experience in practice relates to the Foundation of Knowledge as described by McGonigle and Mastrian.
How I Acquired Knowledge
McGonigle and Mastrian (2014) describe nurses as knowledge workers. In their definition, all the activities done by nurses involves the application of the knowledge learned and coming up with new information as a product of practicing nursing. Nurses are also known as knowledge acquirers for they gather new information and store the information for later use. In my encounter, the knowledge that I had was on how to handle all cases of trachea-related problems using the suction technique. However, I was not conversant with the particular case so it was upon me to find out how to handle the case. Through consultation, I was able to acquire new knowledge that will be useful later. 
Processing Knowledge
	Nurses are knowledge users who uses viable and valuable knowledge as McGonigle and Mastrian (2014) describe. In this case, nurses retrieve the knowledge that they acquire during training and engage the knowledge in the process of finding the solutions to the problems. For my case, processing knowledge involves relating the problem at hand, tracheotomy, with the methods of treating trachea-related problems and suction.


Generating Knowledge
Nurses ought to be managers of knowledge who capture, process and give knowledge to other people or places in need as described by McGonigle and Mastrian (2014). In this process, nurses generate knowledge from their experience and use the knowledge to transform nursing practices. I was a beneficiary of the information that was generated by my colleague and distributed for my use. My colleague acted as the knowledge generator important for   propagating useful information to assist those who lack the knowledge
Disseminating Knowledge
McGonigle and Mastrian (2014) emphasize the importance of using informatics to back all their activities during practice. Therefore, it is important that once any nurse regardless of their field of operation to engage the appropriate information when disseminating knowledge. In my case dissemination was through taking part in using the knowledge I acquire by using the technique I was taught on a patient with a tracheotomy 
How I Used Feedback
	I asked my colleague to demonstrate how to perform a suction and the feedback I got was that he agreed to assist me to learn how to properly the procedure. After that, I also asked the colleague to supervise my next procedure and the feedback I got was that I did it correctly. The feedback I got improved my knowledge and made me feel more confident that I could undertake a suction without assistance. At the end of the suction that I conducted, I am confident that I am fully equipped with all the knowledge for handling tracheotomy.


Knowledge Acquisition during My Practice
According to McGonigle and Mastrian (2014) knowledge acquisition involves developing ways of finding and keeping knowledge. In my field of practice, knowledge acquisition may be done through consulting from other nurses, researching for information and attending conferences and vocational studies that will keep me up-to-date with the latest and useful information. It is also important to consider the use of new technology as means of acquiring knowledge, for example, the use of the interment
	In my experience, I encountered five specific parameters of the Foundation of Knowledge model. Acquisition of knowledge was through consulting the experience collogue. I did knowledge processing through using the information that got during training to find out the problem that the patient encountered. Generating knowledge was done by my colleague who showed me how to conduct a suction, I disseminated the knowledge practically. Finally, feedback was important from the colleague whose response made me acquire knowledge of handling tracheotomy. 
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